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MetroED Supports Tax Measure for June Ballot

Atits February meeting, the MetroED Governing Board
adopted a resolution expressing support for placing a
measure on a June 2011 special election ballot call-
ing for a five year extension of the temporary taxes
to protect our schools and students.

California is facing a projected state budget deficit of
nearly $26 billion. Governor Jerry Brown has proposed
a balanced combination of solutions for closing the
budget gap that includes $12.5 billion in expenditure
reductions and $13.5 billion from tax revenues. The
proposed tax revenues are not new taxes, but a con-
tinuation for five years of temporary taxes adopted
during the Schwarzenegger administration.

In order to continue these taxes, the state must hold
a special election and obtain approval by California
voters. In order to place the tax extension measure
on the ballot, the Governor must secure a 2/3 vote of
the legislature.

Impact on K-12 Education

The Governor’s budget-balancing proposal would flat
fund K-12 education if the taxes are extended, mean-
ing no new cuts over the current year level of funding.
However, without voter approval of the temporary tax
extension, the Legislative Analyst's Office reports that
funding for K-12 schools could be cut anywhere from
$2 billion to as much as $4.1 billion.

Education funding has taken a disproportionate share
of the budget cuts over the last several years. Even
before the major cuts to the state education budget
in 2008-09 and 2009-10, California pupil-staff ratios
were one of the highest in the nation. For 2007-08, the
National Center for Education Statistics reports that
California ranks 49th in students per teacher, 49th in
students per counselor, 50th in students per librarian
and 47th in students per school administrator. Data
from the National Education Association Research
reported California as ranking 43rd in K-12 per student
expenditures based on 2008-09 student enrollment.

Impact on MetroED without a Tax Extension

As reported in the accompanying article, San Jose
Unified School District Board has voted to take 2/3 of
MetroED's Adult Education funding ($3.5 million) ef-
fective next year (2011-12). Their superintendent has
also made it clear that, without the tax extension, San
Jose USD will have to consider taking all of the Adult
Education funding, effectively closing the program for
the foreseeable future.

SJUSD Cuts MAEP's Budget

Two Centers to Close July 1

At their January 20 meeting, the San Jose Unifed School District
(San Jose USD) Board voted unanimously to take $3.5 million
of the $5.3 million annual state Adult g’ducotion funding that
currently goes to the Metropolitan Adult Education Program
MAEP). The decision came after several months of input from
etroED students, partners, staff, and community members.

The cutto MAEP’s budget is effective
July 1. MAEP will continue to offer
a ¥u|l program of classes for the
remainder of the 2010-11 school
ear at its three MAEP centers:
etro Adult Education Center, 760

M Hillsdale Avenue; Erikson Adult

.‘,!_li/l! e Education Center, 4849 Pearl
b LR Avenue; San Jose Adult Education
= Center, 1149 East Julian Street, and

Capitol High School, 760 Hillsdale
Avenue. Classes will also continue at 10 MAEP outreach sites.

San Jose Center

Classes at the Central County Occupational Center (CCOC) will
continue to operate as normal and are not affected by the San
Jose USD decision.

In order to accommodate the 2/3 cut in state funding, MAEP will
consolidate its adult education programs at its Hillsdale Avenue
location effective July 1. Unfortunately, this will mean the closure
of both the Erikson Adult Education Center and San Jose Adult
Education Center, closure of
the 50+ (Older Adult) Program,
Capitol High School, and the
Community InterestProgram. More
than 100 MetroED employees will
be laid off because of the cut and
approximately 5,000 adults will
no longer have access to MAEP’s
services at the closed centers.

With the reduced budget, “MAEP
will serve the maximum possible
number of adult students with core programs that include English
as a Second Language (ESL), Adult Basic Education (ABE), GED,
High School Diploma, and Career Technical Education,” MetroED
Superintendent, Paul Hay, said. San Jose USD has provided adult
education programs and services to the San Jose Community for
127 years, wit% MAEP administering the program for the past 43
years.

Erikson Center

“The failure of the state legislature to provide adequate fundin
to education has led us to this unfortunate situation,” Hay said.
“The legislature has failed us and unless the public pressures the

legislature to do something about funding education, cuts like this
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will continue throughout the state.”

The month following up to the San Jose USD vote led to
several stories in the media focusing on adult education
and the fexing issue. Public radio station KQED held an
hour long public forum on adult eduction on December
13, 201% that featured Hay and other adult education
representatives from across the state.

The San Jose Mercury News and several local newspapers
and radio stations ran the news about the budget cut.
The media attention has led to a slew of letters to the
editor on adult education and the need to save it.

CCOC Students Cater Event
Students from CCOC's Baking & Catering and Culinary

Arts Programs catered a meet and greet event for

alifornia's new
Superintendent
of Public
Instruction, Tom
Torlakson,  on
February 17
The  invitation
only event was
sponsored by
the Silicon
Valley Education
Foundation.

More than 100
leaders  from
across  Silicon
Valley dined on appetizers prepared and served by
CCOC students.  Baking & Catering instructor, Jan Jo-
seph, along with Culinary Arts instructor, Nancy Joseph
said that the students were really excited about the op-
portunity to be part of such a high profle event. "This is
the real-deal and a great learning opportunity for stu-
dents," Jan said.

In addition to preparing all of the food, students also
made all of the centerpieces and transformed the meet-
ing area info a garden theme. The event was held after
school hours so all of the students were bused to the
event along with all of the food.

"The event was nicelg done and the students were ver
Professionol,” MetroED Superintendent, Paul Hay, said.
'I'm very proud of them!"

The Joseph's and their students received compliments
on their presentation and food throughout the evening.
Many asked if CCOC could cater one of their events.

New MetroED Board Officers; Board
Meeting Dates Set
At its January 19 Organizational Governing Board

meeting, the MetroED Board appointed Jim Canova as
President, Cynthia Chang as Vice President, and Daniel

Bobay as Clerk. The Superintendent was appointed
Secretary to the Board.

Board President, Jim Canova; Vice-President, Cynthia Chang;
Clerk, Daniel Bobay

New MetroED Board Member

At its December 14 Governing Board Meeting, Daniel
Bobay was appointed by the Milpitas Unifed School
District Board to serve as a Board Member for the
Metropolitan Education District. Bobay’s frst Governing
Board meeting with MetroED was January 19, 2011.

MetroED consists of two programs—Central County
Occupational Center (CCC?C) and the Metropolitan
Adult Education Program (MAEPL and is a Joint Powers
Authority (JPA) that serves six high school districts. Each
JPA district appoints one of their Governing Board
Members to serve as a representative on MetroED'’s
Board for a two year term.

Bobay was elected to the MUSD Governing Board in
2008 and is the MUSD Board Vice-President. Bobay
and his wife Janice have four children: two that currently
attend school in MUSD, one who graduated from Milpitas
High School, and another who is in the Navy and whose
ship is currently in the Persian Gulf.

We are ALL About Student Success!!

MetroED News
Vol. 24, No. 42- February 2011

MetroED News is a publication of Metropolitan Education District which adminis-
ters the Central County Occupational Center/Programs for six South Bay school
districts and the Metropolitan Adult Education Program for two school districts.

At its 242,000 square foot Career Technical Education Center at 760 Hillsdale
Avenue in San Jose, Central County Occupational Center provides job training
for students from more than 30 local high schools as well as adults from the South
Bay region. Training s tuition-free or ata nominal cost in 33 career-technical fields
including computer technology, health, business, manufacturing, automotive sys-
tems and service technologies.

MAEP offers programs at no tuition or at nominal cost to adults in such categories
as high school diploma, adult literacy, English as a Second Language, older adults,
handicapped adults, personal and professional growth.

Metropolitan Education District has an annual budget of approximately $30 million
and its staff of 300 full and part-time employees serves more than 20,000 persons
each year. Classes and programs are offered at more than 12 locations throughout
the community.
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CCOC's First Blood Drive a Huge
Success

Central County Occupational Center (CCOC) students
and staff donated 124 units/pints of blood on February
11 as part of CCOC’s frst
ever blood drive. The blood
collected will help up to 340
patients in the Bay Area and
was distributed to 44 Bay Area
hospitals within three days of
the drive, Blood Centers of the
Pacifc representative, Wendy
Theisen, said. Before donated
blood can be used, it is tested
for 14 different blood diseases
such as leukemia and AIDS.

“We were blown away b

the response,” CCOC I—Yeolf?:
Occupations instructor, Collette Betters, said. The AM/
PM crc)]sses coordinated the blood drive together affer
requesting that CCOC host a blood drive. She said
the students did all of the organizing of the blood drive
and handled everything from making appointments to
checking identifcations.

Three bloodmobiles from the Blood Centers of the Pacifc
served up to twenty-one donors every 15 minutes from
7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Every class at CCOC had at least
one student donate blood with many classes having
more than fve donors.

Prior to donating blood,
students had to verify
that they were at least
16-years-old, were
required to have a
Eermission slip signed
y their parents, and

roide a  picture
identifcation.  Students
also had their height
d weight checked

an
Ilr\)X students in CCOC's

edical Assisting Program and a few students from the
Medical Offce Careers Program.

In the weeks leading up to the drive, Health Occupations

students worked very hard to make the drive a success.

Students wrote, organized and presented presentations

I:())I evgry class at CCOC on why it is important to donate
ood.

Amanda Rasuli, from Health Occupations and Oak
Grove High School said, “This whole process has been
an amazing experience. It’s a good feeling to know
that we can help save people’s lives. This drive was well
worth it.”  Naomi Zepeda also in Health Occupations
and from los Gatos High School echoed Amanda’s
comments. “This is one of those things in life that when
you look back on it, you say Wow!'| can’t believe we

did this.”

CCOC Film Contest Finalists

Three Central County Occupational Center (CCOC)
students were named fnalists for their public service
announcement (PSA) video entry into the California
Department of Public Health’s’ (CDPH) Flu-Fighting
Festival Contest.  California residents had until the
end of January to vote for their entry, “PSA Final by
Ribbonscars.”

The short PSA was flmed and produced by students in
CCOC's Video Production program: seniors Catrina
Alderete and Daniel Morales, and junior, Michah
Orozco. The video can be viewed at: www.youtube.
com/watch@v=Wd5ic1RE rc.

The contest was open to high school students across
the state between the ages of 14 and 17. Entries had
to be submitted by November 30, 2010 in one of the
following categories: Video PSA: English; Video PSA:
Spanish; Poster Design: English; or Poster Design PSA:
Spanish.

The goal of the contest was to get students to develop a
message for the public that was informative and would
motivate the public to take steps to prevent the spread
of the fu. Entries had to contain one of the following
messages: to get vaccinated; stay home if you're sick;
cover your cough or sneeze; or wash your hands often.
Finalists were selected based on their entry’s message
theme, creativity, and entertainment value.

A total of four statewide winners were selected based on
the public’s votes, one from each category. The winner
from each category won a $250 gift card provided by the
California Immunization Coalition, and a certifcate.

CCOC Student's Video Shown at
Macworld 2011 Expo

CCOC video production student James Billett from
Prospect High School got the video premiere of a lifetime
when his video, Issac Newton's First law of Motion
debuted at the Macworld 2011 Expo in San Francisco
January 26 to 29.

Billett's video was one of six national fnalists for the
Made on a Mac Next Vista for Learning 60 Second
Video Contest. The video can be viewed at www.next-
vista.org/isaacnewtons-first-law-of-motion.

CCOC Annual College Fair

More than 30 representatives from local community
colleges, universities, trade schools, apprenticeships,
and the military participated in CCOC's Annual College
Fair on February 16. Every student at CCOC attended
the college fair at some point during the day.

The goal of the college fair is to give students access to
the information they need to make an informed decision

(Continued on page 4)
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MAEP Students Show Support For Adult Education

At San Jose Unifed School District's December 16, 2010 and January 20, 2011 Board Meetings, MAEP students, community members,
and staff expressed their concern's regarding SJUSD's proposal to cut $3.5 million from MAEP's budget. More than 350 people attended
the December meeting and nearly 250 people attended January's meeting. MAEP appreciates the support from its students, pariners, and
community members. Students gave moving speeches about how adult education has enriched their lives and made colorful signs and
posters. Thank you for all of your support!
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(Continued from page 3)
about their college and career choices available to them

after graduating high school, CCOC counselor and
career fair organizer, Chantu Nguyen, said. She said that
often students decide on a col?ege without researching
the prices or

scholarships g

available ot g

the  college
they choose.

At the college
fair,  students
are able to
meet with
several com-
petitors, all in
one room and
fnd out the in-
formation  they
need to make an educated choice regarding their future
education.

Each student at CCOC is given a list of questions that
would be g[ood to ask representatives while at the col-
lege fair. This includes questions such as, "What are

MetroED access our world: www.metroed.net

Key Acronyms
€CCOC = Central County Occupational Center
MAEP = Metropolitan Adult Education Program
MetroED = Metropolitan Education District

your admission requirements2" and "What is the total
cost to attend for one year at your campus?2"

Nguyen said that rer)resentotives comment that they en-
joy %COC'S annual college fair because unlike other
fairs at other schools, CCOC has a steady fow of stu-
dents visiting throughout the day while other schools al-
low students to drop-in and don't schedule them to visit

the college fair as part of their school day.

Assembly Bill 189 to Save Adult
Education Funding

Introduced by Assembly Member Mike Eng on January
26, Assembly Bill (AB) %89 seeks to require that districts
receiving adult education funding, spend at least 65%
of the funding on adult education classes. Currently,
districts may fex their adult education funds which means
they can take the funds, even if they aren't offering adult
education classes.

The fexing option began with the 2009-10 school year
and is set fo expire June 30, 2013. However, Governor
Jerry Brown has requested a two year extension of the
fexing option. School districts across the state have
opted to fex their funding to help cover the defcit in
their budgets.

AB 189 has to go to the Assembly Education Committee
before going to the Assembly. Yf it passes through all
the committees, it should reach the Governor sometime
in September for approval or veto. If passed, the bill
would be effective starting with the 2011-12 school

year.
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